November 9, 2020
Dear BWCS families,
On October 13, 2020, School District #51 (Boundary) approved and adopted Policy No. 5131 Communicating Student Learning (Student Reporting). Now, all schools throughout the district are
using a proficiency-based assessment that better aligns with the revised curriculum from the Ministry of
Education. This curriculum was designed to help students develop core and curricular competencies,
build proficiencies in literacy and numeracy, and learn essential content required for success in our
rapidly changing world.
With this new policy, parents will see reports that focus on student progress in relation to learning
standards (curricular competencies and content) in all areas of learning. Progress for all students from
Kindergarten to Grade 9 will be communicated using strength-based descriptive feedback, next steps for
learning and the four-point provincial proficiency scale as shown below.

On the following page is a car analogy to help explain how this scale works in terms of learning, which
looks differently for all students as they progress on their individual learning journies.
This new policy means letter grades will no longer be used to communicate learning for students from
grades 4 – 7. At October’s PAC meeting, Mr. Oliveira discussed this change with the attending parents.
Recognizing there may still be questions or concerns, I am inviting you to email Mr. Oliveira
(patrick.oliveira@sd51.bc.ca) or me (anna.lautard@sd51.bc.ca), so we can address any issues before
report cards come home on December 7th. We can also be reached at the following phone numbers: Mr.
Oliveira at 250 491 5851 or Ms. Luatard at 250 442 8258.
Kind regards,

Anna Lautard
Principal – Big White Community School
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More information on British Columbia’s curriculum can be found at the following link:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca

